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Digitising European Industry:
Europe is delivering
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What is a Digital Innovation Hub?
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Working Group report on DIHs:

https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/content/report-wg1-digital-innovation-
hubs-mainstreaming-digital-innovation-across-all-sectors-final

➢ Helps existing industry to take advantage of 
digital innovations

➢ Competence Centres are at the core of 
DIHs, ecosystem approach

➢ Provides opportunities for both ICT users and
ICT suppliers through brokering

Experimentation 

and testing

pilot factories

Fab-labs

fabrication of 

new products

Europe's RTOs 
have a key role!

https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/content/report-wg1-digital-innovation-hubs-mainstreaming-digital-innovation-across-all-sectors-final


Digital Innovation Hubs

"Ensure that every business in Europe, whatever its sector of activity, 
wherever located and whatever its size, can take full advantage of digital 

innovations and competences"

Member States & regions: 
Build-up/strengthening of national 
and regional structures of DIHs
(national, regional, ESIF)

Commission H2020 (100M€/yr): 
• Networking and support activities
• Innovative Cross-border experiments

 140M€ of EU funding - 15 large projects 
 125 DIHs/competence centres 
 450 experiments: 80% cross-border 

dimension
 560 contractors. Out of which 406 industrial:

84% SMEs and mid-caps, 50% users, 
65% new in EU R&I Programmes

 29 Members States and Ass. Countries

EU-supported DIH schemes 
– example:



Digital Innovation Hubs Catalogue
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JRC-B3-DIH@ec.europa.eu

Collaboration between 
CNECT, REGIO, GROW, JRC

First version available:

• Fact-sheets with profile, contact data, 
service examples for regional, national, 
and EU-supported DIHs

• Map-based search tool by technical 
competences, market sector, services

Work in progress – next steps: 

• For policy makers: Link with other S3 
tools such as "Eye@Ris3" regional data on 
smart specialisation and EIPE (ICT Poles of 
Excellence) data 

• For DIHs and SMEs/mid caps: Analysis 
tools supporting collaboration of DIHs

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/digital-
innovation-hubs-tool

mailto:JRC-B3-DIH@ec.europa.eu


DRAFT

European Network of DIHs-
filling the white spots

➢ 29 DIHs coached so far – 14 EU countries
➢ 1.45M€ (up to 50k per participant) in I4MS for most 

promising regional competence centres for 
developing their case for becoming a DIH

➢ Coordination: I4MS Growth and XS2I4MS
➢ 18 coached hubs participated in the latest I4MS 

call, 8 successfully

➢ Smart Factories in Central and Eastern Europe (EU13)
➢ 1.8M€ from the European Parliament to support the 

implementation of DIHs in the selected countries and 
regions where the divergence in uptake and adoption of 
digital technologies has been so far limited

➢ Call open until 22 October  –
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/ApplicationForm

➢ Final selection of 30 DIHs by early December 
➢ Coordination: PWC and Oxford University Innovation

http://dih.i4ms.eu/

https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/implementing-digitising-
european-industry-actions/digital-innovation-hubs-smart-factories-
new-eu

Finished Ongoing Future actions

± 8M€ for widening the SAE 
and I4MS networks towards 
industrial regions which are 
so far underrepresented 
(WP18-20)

Tentative 
opening call date:

16 Oct. 2018
deadline: 

2 April 2019
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Digital Innovation Hubs post H2020

• The digital transformation is not finished in 2020 –
investments need to be reinforced in the next MFF

• SMEs and mid-caps: simpler access to investments for their 
digital transformation

• Strategic and simpler pooling of investments

• across regional, national and EU level

• across structural, research and innovation, and investment funds

• Better address digital skills of the future work force

• Sustainability and EU-wide coverage of DIH infrastructure



Further information

Digitising European Industry Working Groups on Digital 
Innovation Hubs (1) and on Digital Industrial Platforms (2): 

https://ec.europa.eu/futurium/en/dei-implementation/library

Catalogue of Digital Innovation Hubs

http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/digital-innovation-hubs-tool

Mentoring project for Digital Innovation Hubs

https://ec.europa.eu/digital-single-market/en/news/call-digital-
innovation-hubs-eu13-member-states: Open until 22 October

I4MS brochure of success stories

I4ms.eu 
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