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Vision: Technology for a Better World 

Moto: Impact 

Delivered! 



Europe Innovation performance  

lagging behind USA & Asia  

 

• Europe represents: 

– 7% of world’s population  

– 25% of global GDP 

• Economic crisis 

• Decrease of R&I budgets 

• Increasing public deficits 

• Increasing unemployment 

National & Private Investments in Research & 

Innovation need to be Protected & Encouraged! 



RTOs Crossing the Valley of Death 

• EU suffers from a slow process for 

transferring excellent R&D results 

into innovative solutions for the 

markets 

• Improving bridging the valley of death 

will require joint effort from RTOs & 

industry 

• RTOs have key role in developing new 

infrastructures allowing piloting new 

technologies 

• Bridging the valley of death also means 

solving societal challenges: RTOs 

core activities are based on trans-

disciplinary and user-centric approaches 

 



Understanding RTOs Activities 
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Public  
(local, regional, national) 

Private 

Science Market/ 
Innovation 

Task 1 – RTOs R&I Policy Advisers 

Task 2 – RTOs providing R&I solutions  
to Societal Challenges 

 
 

 
 

Task 3 - RTOs supporting the Industry: 

 
 

RTOs Spin-
offs 

SMEs 
Large 

Enterprises 

Multi-
disciplinarity 

Mutli- stakeholders 
& Partnerships 

TRL 3 TRL 7 



EU Innovation Performance & RTOs Impact 

Example of VTT 



EU Innovation Performance & RTOs Impact 

Example of TNO 



EU Innovation Performance & RTOs Impact 

Lesson from FP7 for H2020 



Strongest Technology 

Transfer Pathways  

=  

Direct Industry-RTOs 

Cooperation via 

Contracted Research, 

Shared Facilities, etc.  

EU Innovation Performance & RTOs Impact 

Example of SP 



EARTO 2 Recommendations for  

EU Innovation Ecosystems 

Europe needs to invest in 
strong value-chains and 
innovation ecosystems 

Europe needs to focus 
more on delivering 
impact from EU and 
national R&I investments 



 

EARTO- EIRMA Conference 2015  

Luxembourg  

28-29 April 2015 
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Industry & RTOs 

Sharing Research 

Facilities & Resources 

 

 


