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Plan your predictive 
maintenance strategy 

with Big Data

Monitor your cows’ 
health and location 

from your app

Eat delicious cakes 
with no added sugar

Tan leather
without waste water 

by using CO2

Make the green 
chemicals of the future 
out of wood and waste

Manage air traffic 
in the drone age

RTOs Solve Real-World Problems



EARTO Motto: Impact Delivered!
EARTO Vision: Technology for a Better World



Organisation of EWRC sessions since 2015
Involvement in DG REGIO ESIF Structured Dialogue 
Collaboration with JRC RIS3

EARTO WG Structural Funds

Members: 35 experts discussing issues related to EU Structural and 
Investment Funds (ESIF), how RTOs can support regions in Smart 
Specialisation Strategies & how to best achieve synergies bewteen ESIF & FPs

Papers Produced:
• ERRIN-EARTO Comments on "Enabling synergies between ESIF, Horizon 2020 and 

other R&I related Union programmes" - 1 July 2014 – link
• JRC Policy Brief on RTOs and Smart Specialisation – October 2015 - link
• EARTO Inputs to ESIF Simplification – 19 April 2016 – link
• EARTO Press Release - Kallas Report, First Steps Towards a New Approach to 

Cohesion Policy - 12 July 2017 - link
• EARTO Press Release - Boosting Innovation-Led Growth in EU Regions - EARTO 

Welcomes EC Communication on Smart Specialisation Strategies - 20 July 2017 - link
• EARTO Analysis of EC Proposal for a Regulation laying down common provisions on 

the ERDF, the ESF+, the CF, and the EMFF – 5 July 2018 – link
• EARTO & Vanguard Initiative Statement on Synergies Post-2020 - 16 November 2018 

– link

http://www.earto.eu/news/detail/article/errin-earto-comment-on-ec-guidance-on-enabling-synergies-between-h2020-structural-funds.html
http://s3platform.jrc.ec.europa.eu/documents/20182/114948/JRC97781_RTOs_and_S3.pdf/294c1b81-75d3-4fdb-9238-69f693d0ca66
http://www.earto.eu/fileadmin/content/Direct_Mail/EARTO_Paper_on_ESIF_Simplification_-_Final_-_19042016.pdf
http://www.earto.eu/fileadmin/content/14_Press_Releases/EARTO_Press_Release_-_Kallas_Report.pdf
http://earto.eu/fileadmin/content/03_Publications/EARTO_Press_Release_-_EARTO_Welcomes_EC_Communication_on_Smart_Specialisation.pdf
http://www.earto.eu/fileadmin/content/Website_2/EARTO_Analysis_of_EC_Proposal_for_a_Regulation_laying_down_common_provisions_on_the_ERDF__the_ESF___the_CF__and_the_EMFF_-_Final.pdf
http://www.earto.eu/fileadmin/content/03_Publications/2018/EARTO___Vanguard_Initiative_Statement_on_Synergies_Post-2020.pdf


RTOs’ Funding Model

Funding

Knowledge

Basic

Applied

Core public funding
Basic grant (KPIs delivered)

Public competitive funding
EU/Nat/Reg R&D Programmes

Private funding
Contracts with Industry/SMEs

Competence building
• Medium to long term high risk 

R&I solving societal challenges
• Acquiring & maintaining large-

scale research infrastructures
• Own funding

Technology development 
• Collaborative projects with 

industry & other stakeholders 
to maximise socio-economic 
impact 

• 25-65% external funding

Knowledge application
• Support industry & SMEs to 

access expertise& skills, 
infrastructures, validation, 
testing, certification.

• 100% external funding

~45%~25% ~30%

Area of today’s discussion: linked to tech 
infras



• Tech Infra are used to: 

1. investigate completely new technology piloting 
and spin-off incubation, 

2. test changes in existing products, 

3. validate emerging concepts, either with single 
industry partners or together with a consortium of 
several players.

• Crucial role of Tech Infra: 

➢ for any innovative technology to reach high 
enough maturation level and to be validated 
before they can enter the market

➢ lower both the costs and the risks of R&I 
investment, making it more accessible to 
industries of all sizes

Dynamic Regional R&I Ecosystems 
Through Excellent Technology Infrastructures 



• Costs get higher: Industry relies on Competence 
Centres to access excellent technology 
infrastructures, as they very often cannot afford the 
investment needed to operate such infrastructure

• Skills required gets more complex: Tech Infra 
hosted by Competence Centres require high level of 
investments and highly skilled staff to be maintained 
and kept at the forefront of innovation

Key issue today: Ensuring long term
sustainability of Tech Infra is crucial and requires
support

Dynamic Regional R&I Ecosystems 
Through Excellent Technology Infrastructures 



Joint EARTO-ERRIN joint paper published in 2014
• Importance of synergies, both at the strategic and the 

implementation level
• Synergies as support of R&I policies
• ESIF and FPs: programmes that are different in their 

scale, scope and flexibility
• Possibilities for synergies are de facto quite limited in 

most advanced Regions: organisations from these 
Regions benefit from smaller ESIF budget

Search for synergies should remain an important goal for
all regional programmes within the context of their
research, innovation and industrial structures, without
becoming a criterion for FP projects evaluation.

Synergies with EU Framework Programmes



EARTO Inputs to Kallas HLG’s Report

Key points still valid today:
Transfer of resources
• Improve cross-border, transnational cooperation, and the

financing of innovative actions or pilot projects
• Keep possibility of transferring 5% of Programme

allocations to other EU funds
• Increase possibility of transferring allocations to more

developed regions

Interregional innovation investments
• In addition to European territorial cooperation, the inclusion

of cooperation in Thematic Platforms lead by JRC in Smart
Specialization Platform, is recommended.

State Aid
• Special exemption should be given to cross-borders RD&I

actions



Post-2020 Cohesion Policy Package 

Joint paper with Vanguard Initiative supporting key EC 
proposals for new instruments offering real possibilities of 
EU Funds synergies:

• INTERREG Component 5 on Interregional Innovation Investments:
➢ Through the commercialisation and scaling up of interregional 

innovation projects
➢ Synergies with HEU: technology infrastructures, complement of 

HEU Pillar III ‘innovation ecosystems’
➢ Continuity of work initiated by RIS3 and Thematic Platforms

• Possibility for Member States/Regions to transfer up to 5% of their 
Cohesion Policy resources to another EU fund would allow Regions 
to:
➢ further co-invest in other EU instruments such as Horizon Europe 

and its Partnerships
➢ enter key EU industrial partnerships linking their regional actors 

to key (global) industrial value chains identified in their RIS3 
strategies

Support needed! 



EARTO Annual Conference 2019

Hosted by:

19-20 March 2019 in Espoo, Finland 



EARTO Group on LinkedIn 
“Horizon 2020 – News & Views”

EARTO Twitter account 
@EARTOBrussels

Stay Tuned with the Latest 
R&I News! 

News Section on EARTO Website
www.earto.eu

https://www.linkedin.com/groups/4270510
http://www.earto.eu/
https://twitter.com/eartobrussels/

