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The CoR priorities:

I. A fresh start for the European economy: creating jobs and sustainable growth in cities and 
regions to provide a better quality of life for citizens.

II. The territorial dimension of EU legislation matters: working in the interest of citizens, no matter 
where they chose to live and work.

III. A simpler, more connected Europe: reconnecting citizens and businesses at local and regional 
level.

IV. Stability and cooperation within and outside of the European Union: supporting our 
neighbours on their path towards European values

V. Europe of the citizens is Europe of the future: enhancing forward-looking partnerships between 
European Union and its people.

Source: The CoR Priorities 2015-2020

Europe's Regions and Cities Are 
the Key Actors for Investment and Growth 



A bottom-up movement is needed to stimulate targeted investment into real economy 
and trigger an exchange of best practices. A new entrepreneurial spirit combined with a 
functioning Digital Single Market and Smart Specialisation could lead to new skills and 
knowledge, innovation and employment. The CoR highlights the following measures:
• Boosting the research and innovation capacity of the regions and bridging the digital 

and innovation divide between them;
• Boosting the entrepreneurial spirit;
• Creating the right conditions for digital networks and services to flourish;
• Removing key differences between online and offline worlds;
• Stimulating leading interregional networks.

New European Mindset
for Entrepreneurial Discovery and Growth

Source: The CoR Priorities 2015-2020
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Making Europe Open – RIS3 & Partnerships

Source: ESPON, Vision and Scenarios for 
the European Territory towards 2050

Opening up European markets 
to global competition and 
promoting global sustainability

Sufficient accessibility 
to open up regional 
potentials.  

Smart and inclusive 
renewal of cities and 
neighbourhoods



ACSI 2015 – Smart specialization and Innovation Ecosystem

ACSI =
Aalto 
Camp for 
Societal 
Innovation



Example: Helsinki Region RIS3 Is an On-Going Systemic 
Process
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All Permeating Drivers of Change: Digitalization & Open Innovation Platform



Cities in the Spotlight
Renewing and Strengthening EU’s Urban Agenda

Source: Lambert van Nistelrooij, MEP



Committee of the Regions
www.cor.europa.eu

@EU_CoR
www.facebook.com/committee.of.the.regions

Markku Markkula 
@CoR_President

@mmarkkula
www.facebook.com/markkulamarkkula

http://www.cor.europa.eu/

